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JAMES EARL RAY (left In ISOO phoCoj, an escapee from (he Missouri stale penitentiary, was 
identified by Attorney General Ramsey Clark as Eric Starve Galt (right 1908 photo) against whom 
a federal complaint has been filed in connection with (he fatal shooting of Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr, 
(UP l Telephoto) ^ 
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Says Ray Planned to 
Collect King 'Bounty' 
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DALTON, Ca. (UPI>- Fugl- 
ive James Earl Ray once said 
le would collect a ''million^ 
lollar bounty” put up by a 
uysterious '^businessmen's as* 
<K:iatbn” for the death of Dr, 
Jarlin Luther King Jr., a^rd* 
ng to a prison friend. 

Ray, an escaper i^m the 
Missouri state prls^ lias been 
:liarged with cytspiracy and 
nurder in the assassination of 
<lng at Meryls April 4. 

Raymond u^rtis^ in Jail here 
il^altlng an a^af of a murder 
:onviction, said he Itad served 
^Uh Ray in Jail once and in 
>rlson twice and the matter of 
:ing flr^ came up shortly after 
I'resident Kennedy was assas- 
>inatod in 19G3. 

*'WeIl, somebody made a 
relty penny on tliat,” Ibiy told 
-urtls after hcdrlng of Kenne- 
iy’s death. 

About I week later, in the 
/ard of the Jefferson City 
orison, Ray said a ”ncw man 
;ust In off the street” (old them 
TThe businessmen's association 
as. a million dollar bounty out 
or Martin Luther King,” 

He said Ray smiled and said 
'If there's a million dollars out 
King, I believe If I ever get 
>ul I'll collect it.” 

Curtis said llic subject of 
ling came up "a couido of 
lines” thcreafler. Cu^’lls finally 

•c- g r j giFi -. f i M y» w .p— ^ 


was freed and Ray fled the 
prison last year by hiding in a 
bread truck, 

Curtis said he had no idea 
what the "businessman's associ- 
ation” was. Authorities said 
Tuesday they were pursuing 
several reports— some circulat- 
ing in prisons— that there was a 
"contract” out for King's death, 

"I didn't think much about tt 
at (he time,” said Curtis, "In 
prison, you hear all sorts of 
heUaclous ideas,” FBI agents 
have questioned him about his 
talks with Ray, 

Curtis said Ray never men- 
tioned racial matters. "He 
didn't have any prejudice. He 
didn't care If a man was white 
or colored,” Curtis said. "He 
was only interested in money,” 
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